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Along the bamboos the morning glories climb,
Through the hedge-trees the moonlight peeps.
In the glass cups there is crude^wine
And in the jade dish some salted beans.
Regret not
But be gay
For laughter is life's best pay;
Once you rode at the head of a hundred thousand men
While no one remembers who you are today.
This song was written to the tune of "Partridges across the
Sky9' by a certain General Liu of the Hsiungwu troops. After
the battle of Shunchang he lived at Hsiangtan in very modest cir-
cumstances, for he was a general that cared nothing about money.
He used to go to the country wine shops to drink, but no one
remembered him and few paid him any respect And so he com-
posed this poem to express how he felt.
Now this poem was seen by certain important personages in
the capital and they all felt sorry for the general. Among these
were the Prince of Yangho and the Prince of Hsienan, Tsui King's
erstwhile master, who both sent money and presents to General
Liu. It was the messenger of the Prince of Hsienan that Tsui
Ning passed on the Hsiangtan road. His name was Kuo Li, one
of the Prince's bodyguards. He followed Tsui Ning to his house
and surprised both Tsui Ning and Hsiu Hsiu, saying, "So you are
here, Master Tsui! And Hsiu Hsiu here too!"
Tsui Ning and his wife were frightened to death and implored
Kuo Li not to betray them. "Why should I betray you?" Kuo Li
said. "The Prince knows nothing about you two and it is not for
me to meddle in other people's affairs." Then he partook of the
feast that Tsui Ning set out for him, thanked his hosts and went
away.
After he had reported to the Prince he said, "Your Highness, I
saw two persons at Tanchow that Your Highness would probably
like to know about." "Who are they?" the Prince asked. "The